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House passes tax overhaul — almos 


Re-vote needed on bill over 3 provisions, with Senate still to weigh in 


By Stephen Ohlemacher 
and Marcy Gordon 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Jubilant 
Republicans pushed on Tuesday to 
the verge of the most sweeping 
rewrite of the nation’s tax laws in 
more than three decades, a deeply 
unpopular bill they insist Ameri- 
cans will learn to love when they 
see their paychecks in the new year. 
President Donald Trump cheered 
the lawmakers on, eager to claim 
his first major legislative victory. 

Perhaps emblematic of the stum- 


bles along the way, there was one 
last hiccup. Speaker Paul Ryan, who 
has worked years toward the goal of 
revamping the tax code, gleefully 
pounded the gavel on the final 
House vote, but then it turned out it 
wasn’t final after all. 

The Senate still expected to pass 
the legislation early Wednesday, 
but the plan to send it on to Trump 
for his signature had to be scrapped. 
Democrats noted that three provi- 
sions violated Senate rules and had 
to be removed. So the massive bill 
will be hauled back across the 
Capitol for the House to re-vote 
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later Wednesday. 

GOP House members roared and 
applauded as their chamber passed 
the $1.5 trillion package largely 
along party lines, 227-203. Ryan 
declared, “This was a promise 
made. This is a promise kept,” as he 
and other GOP leaders convened a 
victory news conference moments 
later. 

The Senate was still on track to 
approve the package that will touch 
every American taxpayer and every 
corner of the U.S. economy, 
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House Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wis., center, leaves the House chamber after 
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voting on the Republican tax bill Tuesday on Capitol Hill in Washington. 
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A worker, right, sprays debris with water as a construction crew uses an excavator to demolish the chimney at the 
Upper School of Minnehaha Academy in Minneapolis on Tuesday. The school partially collapsed after a natural gas 
explosion Aug. 2 that killed two longtime employees. Federal investigators say the explosion occurred when two 
contractors were moving gas meters at the school. The Upper School's ninth- through 12th-grade students are taking 
classes at a temporary campus in Mendota Heights. Officials expect the Upper School to be rebuilt by fall 2019. 
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Officer shot at the animal, which ran away 
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soon also tracked another man 
and his dog in the park, which is 
by the Mississippi River. A police 
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Minnesota Health Commis- 
sioner Dr. Ed Ehlinger resigned 
suddenly Tuesday after a series 
of reports that the state agency 
he leads was not doing enough to 
protect seniors from neglect and 
abuse. 

Ehlinger’s resignation was 
effective at the end of the day 
Tuesday. He will be replaced on 
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series in the Minneapolis-based 
Star Tribune, found residents of 
senior care facilities statewide 
were neglected, abused and 
robbed, but the perpetrators 
were often never punished and 
in most instances complaints 
were never properly investigat- 
ed. The state Department of 
Health is responsible for 
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ized the animal stalking him and 
his puppy was a coyote, he 
yelled, “Go away!” 

But the coyote was undeterred 
and came nearer, eventually as 
close as 10 feet from them in St. 
Paul’s Hidden Falls Regional 
Park. The coyote’s head was 
down and it was half circling 
them, said Mark Bahn. 

“I was thinking, Tm going to 
have to defend myself from a coy- 
ote, for goodness’ sake,’ ” Bahn 
said Tuesday. 

He and his dog were able to get 
to safety Saturday, but the coyote 
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coyote. 

The coyote ran away and an 
officer discovered a_ small 
amount of blood afterward, but 
not the animal. 

Coyotes are found throughout 
the state and their population in 
the Twin Cities metro area is 
“very healthy” and has been 
increasing for the past decade, 
said Scott Noland, the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resourc- 
es’ Forest Lake area wildlife 
manager. 
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St. Paul 
district 
has fewer 
students 


By Josh Verges 
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K-12 enrollment fell slightly this 
year in St. Paul Public Schools but 
not as far as officials feared. 

The 103-student drop, to 36,858, is 
a decrease of three-tenths of a per- 
cent. The district had projected a 
decrease of 549 students. 

Research director Stacey Gray 
Akyea said it’s possible this year 
is the start of a turnaround, but 
“overall, enrollment trends sug- 
gest that we are on a (steady) 
decline.” 

Kindergarten enrollment 
declined for a fourth consecutive 
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By Dave Orrick 
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State Sen. Karin Housley, a 
Republican from Washington 
County, announced Tuesday that 
she’ll run for the U.S. Senate seat 
currently held by Al Franken. 

Housley, a Realtor who lives in 
St. Mary’s Point, is the first Repub- 
lican to formally announce a bid 
for the seat. 

In a statement to potential sup- 
porters and in interviews Tues- 
day, Housley pitched herself less 
as a conservative ideologue than a 
can-do champion of Minnesota 
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